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The Word of God. 

The unprecedented spiritual attsinments of 
the Primitive echurch—thcir power to overcome 
the wicked one, is to be referred undoubtedly 
tothe fact of their inspired ulterance. The 
Spirit of truth which came upon them from 
God, and which transformed their characters, 
was emphatically a ta/king spirit: it set their 
tongues free. Indeed there seemed to be a 
mysterious connection between that Spirit, and 
their faculties of speech. The scenes of the 
day of Pentecust are a notable example, and 
worthy of a close exinination. ‘When the 
day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place. And suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven, as of a rush- 
ing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where 
they were sitting. And there appeared unto 
them cliven tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them: and they were all filled 
wits the Holy Ghost, aid began to speak with 
other tursnes, as the Spirit gave them utter- 
anes.’ Acts 2: 1—4. The striking phenome- 
non here, was the cloven tongues of fire, and 
the immediate freedom of speech which fol- 
A new function seeemed to be commu- 


s. R. 
-_ 

















lowed. 
nieited to them, wholly mysterious and unae- 
countable to the assembled multitude, and Peter 
explained: * This is that whieh was spoken by 
the prophet Joel: And it shall come to pass in 
the la-t days, (saith God,) 1 will pour out of 
my Spirit pon all flesh: and your sons and 
your diughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
decam dreams: and on my servants and on my 
hanimaidens [ will pour out, in those days, of 
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.’ The word 
prophesy here des not mean to predict, simply, 
but to speak in the name of the Lord. Peter's 
interpretation of Jocl, on this oceasion, was in 
the true sense of the word, a prophecy. 


The conerete thing which took possession of 
the chiureh on the day of Pentecost, and re- 
mained with them until the Seeond Coming, 
was the word of God. It was that that opened 
their mouths, and afterwards the phrase was 
one of frequent occurenee, as we shall see.— 
The whole gospel of Christ, from beginning to 
end, was a manifestation in human life, of the 
word of God. It was God uttering himself 
throug the appropriate medium of the hearts 
and speaking faculties of believers. The first 
bicth of the word of God in the heart, and its 
salvation-eff-ct om character, was inseparably 
connected with a confession of the mouth.— 
©The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart: that is, the word of f ith 
which we preach; that if thou shalt eonfess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt be- 
lieve in thy heart that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved.’ The word of 
God and the word of man coalesced and became 
one. That was the beginning of salvation, ac- 
cording to Paul’s gospel; and it is fair to con- 
clude that without the free codperation of the 
one with the other, there could have been no 
salvation practically available to human nature. 





As the divine fire began in individuals, and in 
the church, so it continued. The unparalleled 
progress of the Primitive church, may be as- 


cribed to this fact alone. ‘They spake as they 








tible, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth forever. The word of the Lord endu- 
reth forever. And this is the word which by 
the gospel is preached unto you. As new born 


were moved by the Holy Ghost.’ Like the |babes desire the sincere milk of the word, that 


words of Christ before them, their words ‘ were 


i ye may grow thereby. 


1 John: T have written 


spirit and they were life,’ and this accounts for | unto you young men, because ye are strong, 
the irresistible effect which they produced.— and the word of God abideth in you. 


That short discourse of Peter’s fell like fire 
from heaven, on the amazed multitude. They 
no doubt felt that the judgment of God had 
overtaken them, and they cried out, ‘ Men and 
brethren, What shallwe do?’ Three thousand 
souls were converted on the spot. 

The * Acts’ of the apostles were really acts of 
the word of God through them, and they con- 
stantly so attributed it. This was why the 
authorities could do nothing with them: ‘ they 
took knowledge of them, that they had been 
with Jesus.’ All Jerusalem was moved by 
their testimony—‘some mocked’ and others 
‘that heard the word believe!; and the num- 
ber of men was about five thousand.’ At one 
time they prayed—‘ And now, Lord, behold 
their threatenings; and grant unto thy ser- 
vants, that with all boldness tuey may speak 
thy word, by stretching forth thine hand to 
heal; and that signs and wonders may be done 
by the name of thy holy child Jesus. And 
when they had prayed, the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they 
spake the word of God with boldness. And 
the multitude of them that. believed were of 
one heart and one soul: neither said any of 
them that aught of the things which he possessed 
was his own; but they had all things common. 
And with great power gave the apostles witness 
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and 
great grace was upon them all.’ Such were 
some‘of the manifestations of the word of God, 
in the beginning of the Acts; and the whole 
book ‘s quite as fruitful in its record of similar 
manifestations. 

Paul’s epistles abound with allusions on this 
subject, which show the importance it held in 
his estimation. We will present some of them, 
referring only to the epistles where they occur 
Romans: Not as though the word of God hath 
taken none effect. Faith cometh by hearing 
and hearing by the word of God. 2 Corintni- 
ans: Weare not as many which corrupt the 
word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of 
God; in the sight of God, speak we in Christ. 
God hath committed unto us the word of rec- 
onciliation’ Ephesians: Take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God. Colossians: Tam made 
a minister, according to the dispensation of God 
which is given me for you, to fulfill the word of 
God. Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom. 1 Thessalonians: Ye re- 
ceived the word of God, which ye heard of us, 
not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, 
the word of God, which effectually worketh in 
you that believe. 2 Thessalonians: Pray for 
us, that the word of the Lord may have free 
course, and be glorified. 1 Timothy: Every 
ereature of God is good, and nothing to be re- 
fused, if it be received with thanksgiving : for 
it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 
2 Timcthy: The word of God is not bound 
Hebrews: The word of God is quick, and pow- 
erful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is 
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. 

The other apostles speak on this wise. 
James: Receive with meckness the engrafted 
word, which is able to save your souls. Be ye 
doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiv- 
ing your own selves. 1 Peter: Being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorrup- 


In Revelations it is said that John was in 
the Isle of Patmos, ‘ for the word of God’?— 
that the saints were ‘slain,’ ‘ beheaded,’ &c., 
for the word of God—and finally, speaking of 
Christ, it is stated that his ‘name is called the 
Word of God.’ 

This is certainly a mass of unequivocal testi- 
mony, coming from the Primitive Church ; 
and it speaks for itself Like the magnetic 
needle, pointing invariably in one direction, 
showing the mariner which way to steer, that 
he may find his harbor; so this testimony 
points us to our legitimate port of entrance 
into the kingdom of God. That kingdom is 


free—it is a kingdom of untramelled utteranec, 


and it will be revealed in us by making us free 
to utter the word of God. Such a gift is what 
believers most need just now, and it is for us. 
Let us with one accord pray for it. 

H. W. B. 





The Gospel of the Father. 

The gospel reveals God ina new relation 
tomankind. The idea we get from the Old 
Testament concerning God, is that of a great 
king—a ruler ; surrounded with royal majesty. 
The New Testament reveals him in the famil- 
iar relation of father. We see Jesus Christ 
his ‘ only begotten Son’—‘God with us’—call- 
ling around him a company of simple-minded 
men, and beginning to teach them in a free, fa- 
miliar way. We do not find him sitting as a 
law-giver but like an elder brother instructing 
the younger. The ‘ Sermon on the Mount,’ 
or ‘ Mountain Talk,’ affords a good example 
of Christ’s way of teaching, and of God’s pur- 
pose and good will toward man. It distinctly 
reveals God as our ‘heavenly Father,’ and 
invites us boldly to take the place of children. 
This is the drift of the whole discourse. 

‘Seeing the multitudes he went up into a 
mountain: and when he was set his disciples 
came unto him: and he opened his mouth and 
taught them.’ He does not begin te give them 
laws, but rather encourages their hopes, and 
feeds their faith. ‘Blessed are the poor in 
spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’ 
‘ Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness ; for they shall be filled. 

Soon, he begins almost to commend them. 
* Ye are the salt ofthe carth.? ‘Ye are the 
light of the world.’ ‘ Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your goud 
works, and glorify your Mather which is in 
heaven.’ In the course of the ‘talk,’ Christ 
refers to God as their father, sixteen times. 
And it is on the ground of being his children, 
that he considers us able, and calls upon us, to 
fulfil all righteousness. 

The law is not despised, but its righteousness 
is magnified. ‘ Verily, I say unto you, till heav- 
en and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass till all be fulfilled.’ But still he 
does not place the law over them, but calls them 
up into partnership with God, to fulfil its inhe- 
rent righteousness. Like a wealthy man en- 
gaged in an extensive business, who should call 
his children and! servants together, and say to 
them:—‘ I propose to make a change in my 
way of business ; I will have no more servants 
about me: not that E intend to give up busi- 
ness, but greatly to extend it. To this end I 
propose to take you all into partnership with 
me and call you sons; and [ want you should 
feel the same interest in the business that T do. 





Those that will not do this—that are not large- 


hearted enough to accept that relation, and en- 
ter into the business as my sons—TI will not 
have about me.’ It is readily seen that accept- 
ing of this invitation would place them in an 
entirely new attitude towards laws and regula- 
lations that they were before under. They 
would now be above them, but yet under great- 
er iuducemerts than ever to fulfil the end that 
those Jaws were intended to secure. 

Christ says, in continuation of the same dis- 
course, ‘ Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you ;” that ye may be the children of 
your Father which is in heaven; for he maketh 
his sun to rise on the just and on the unjust.’ 
‘ Be ye therefore perfeet, as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect.’ Here comes in the 
demand for faith. Can we honor this salvation, 
by being ‘ perfect as our Father which is in 
heaven is perfeet?? Faith will lead us to look 
away from onrselves to God, and ask—Can he 
accomplish what he has undertaken? We be- 
lieve he ean, aud that it pleases him to have 
ns boldly step into the place to which he has 
invited us. We honor God by believing op 
Jesus Christ—by believing in our hearts, and 
confessing with our mouth that he has come in 
the flesh, and by his righteousness in us we 
shall certainly fulfil all righteousness. This is 
a great honor, but it is what the gospel offers 
us, and we acecpt it in good faith. ‘Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God.’ 

* Every man that hath this hope in him, puri- 
fieth himself even as he is pure.’ Boldlybeliev- 
ing in Jesus Christ and in God as our Father, 
is our true hope of salvation and righteo:.sness. 

E. H. H. 





Free Meetings. 

No one can read the history of the Primitive 
Church without remarking the freedom there 
was in their meetings—the democratic, ecom- 
rrunity element that presided. The fact that 
it was necessary to,put a check on the vocifer- 
ousness of their women, shows the free spirit 
that was present. ‘There was sueh a distribu- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, and it was so fruitful in 
every one’s experience, and utterance was found 
to be such a means of grace, that their meet- 
ings overflowed with exuberant testimony, 
Some one has said that we could better afford 
to hire a man to evf for us than to preach for 
us, there is so much benefit in personal confes- 
sion. It is certain there was no priesthood ia 
the Primitive Church that monopolized this 
benefit. Their meetings were on the principle 
of mutual edification, and this agrees with the 
fact that the Spirit was given to all, and might 
be supposed to seek expression in one as well 
as another. 

There is some evidence that mutual criti- 
cism was ove of their exercises; it is certain 
that the eriticising element pervaded their 
meetings. Paul describes the effect of their 
testimony, when all prophesied, as operating 
upon an unbelicver in this way; ‘ He is con- 
vinced of all, he is judged of all, and thus are 
the secrets of his heart made manifest ; and 80 
falling down on his face he will worship God, 
and report that God isin you of atruth.? What 
we know of the effect of free criticism among 
us inclines us to suppose that the phenomena 
here described, had something to do with an 
exercise of that kind. Jt is a common fact, 
that when the searching process is applied te 
one person, another finds himself’ judged, an@ 
feels that he is open and naked to the spirit 
that is operating; and this indirect scrutiny, 
which all who are present experience, often 
draws out from strangers the free acknowledg- 





ment that God is with as. Without urging 
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the position, however, that we have the exam- | about it, is, we have no confidence in it, because it 


ple of that church, for our precise form of 


exercises, it is sufficient to know that the Spirit 
which presided in all their meetings was a spi- 
rit of criticism, and that it chose the most ef- 
fective method then at hand to fulfil its office. 
Paul speaks of Christ’s cleansing the church 
‘ with the washing of water by the word.’ Put 


this with Christ’s command to his disciples | 


that they should wash one another’s feet; and 
we get an idea of the work of grace that was 
going on in the Primitive Church. They were 
all mediums of the word of God, and by mutu- 
al freedom the whole body was immersed in 
the purifying element. H. 
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BROOKLYN, MAR. 23, 
Daily Religion. 


When men are really in earnest in religion, they 
make it a daily business. When they want only 
religion enough to barely save their souls, they 
make it a Sunday business, and offer their daily 
sacrifices on the altars of mammon, The secret 
principle which was at work in the great revivals of 
the Congregational and Presbyterian churches 
twenty years ago, was a fervor and sincerity of re- 
ligious interest which broke the bounds of Sunday 
ceremonies and * stated preaching,’ and took posses- 
sion of ‘secular’ time. In the face of all the pre- 
scriptive rights of business for the body, the revival- 
ists took the liberty to use week-days for the busi- 
ness of the soul. They first ventured on ‘ four days 
meetings,’ once in ayear. Then they extended 
their encroachments, adding day after day to the 
length of the meetings, and shortening the intervals 
between them. The idea grew, till mectings were 
$ protracted’ to two, three, and even four weeks, and 
secular time was in danger of being lost in a per- 
petual Sabbath. As the affairs of the world were 
then, and are still, organized, this process could 
not be carried through, and was liable, in its inef- 
fectual struggle with the fast-seated powers of mam- 
monism and Sunday religion, to various disasters 
and disorders. It came to its end, like the Hunga- 
rian revolution, by treachery within responding to 
overwhelming power without. Nevertheless, Tur 
CAUSE—THE IpEA—of the paramount rights of the 
soul, and of the feasibility of daily religion, was 
just, and has not perished, but is sure to rise again 
in triumphant power. Our American churches 
never before attained so near an approach to the 
Millennium, as they did at that period of protracted 
meetings, and they never will again till they find a 
way to organize and give scope to that sort of reli- 
gious earnestness which claims for God and the 
soul week-days as well as Sundays, and daily trum- 
pet-calls from the lecture-reom and the press, as well 
ag ‘ stated preaching.’ 





Why we Believe it, 


The New Testament limits the time of the Second 
Coming within the period of the apostolic age : 

1. By Christ’s declaration, ‘ There be some stand- 
ing here which shall not taste of death till they see 
the Son of man coming in his kingdom.’ 

2. By his declaration, ‘ Ve shall not have gone 
over the cities of Israel till the Son of man be come.’ 

3. By his detailed description of his Second Com- 
ing in connection with the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and his verifying the.same both as to time and cir- 
cumstance by a tremendous oath,—‘ Verily I say un- 
to you, This generation shall not pass, till all 
these things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass away.’ 

Now leaving aside all additional or human testi- 
mony, we here find God’s word thrice pledged to the 
fulfillment of that event within the time specified, 
and we accept it as true. It stands on the veracity 
of God. Nothing could be added to strengthen the 
proof, and no amount of human denial can weaken 
it. We therefore believe that Christ did come per- 
sonally as he promised, and that the accompaniments 
of his advent, the first judgment, and the resurrec- 
tion and translation of his followers, all took place 
as predicted, ‘ immediately after’ the tribulation of 
the fall of Jerusalem. ‘Let God be true and every 
man a liar.’ 





ja A Correspondent in Michigan, who is dissat- 
isfied with the present state of society, and anxious 
for some change that will give him a prospect of ‘ en- 
joying life,’ but who sees no use in our ‘ mysterious 
system of religion,’ sends usa set of resolutions, 
which he proposes as a basis of a new Community, 
and asks our criticism of them. He will find plenty 
of criticism of his views, in all our past writings in 
the Circular and elsewhere. We have done our best 
to make if manifest that we have no confidence in 
Communism without Christianity. If he has read 
our paper without adopting our views on this point, 
it will be of no use for us to criticise the particulars 
of his proposed constitution. All we have to say 


| ignores Christ, whose sovereignty is our only hope. 
| Let the proposer try it on his own responsibility. 


| We cannot embark with him, nor are we disposed to 


| dispute with him, or to discourage his experiment. 


Our Future is in the Past. 
To say that our future is in the past, may at first 
|view appear a little paradoxical: but we will en- 
jdeavor to substantiate the fact by satisfactory 








| proof. 

| 1. Our future is in the Cross of Christ, a past 
| fact, of the full interior meaning of which the world 
is still ignorant. To the Primitive church the cross 
of Christ had a significance of transcendent import. 
| Paul ardently studied it as the key to all the trea- 
sures of the heavenly kingdom. In it he gloried, 
for by it ‘he was crucified unto the world, and the 
world unto him.’ This invisible cross, of which we 
speak, was the energy of the Spirit of God, mani- 
fested in Christ from the beginning of his incarna- 
tion, and which held, with unflinching integrity, the 
spirit of the flesh ina crucified state, until its con- 
summation in the death of his body on the tree. 

In asense, the Cross of Christ was coéxtensive 
with humanity, as though the whole world was one 
vast scene of execution. For in the death of Christ 
God saw the death of Adam’s entire posterity. ‘If 
one died for all, then all died.’ The death of Christ 
therefore, might be regarded as the expiration and 
termination of the first Adam’s administration—a 
crisis in which the old man was put off; and the res- 
urrection of Christ was the putting on of the new 
man, the Lord from heaven, and the beginning of 
the new administration under the second Adam. 

To know the Cross of Christ, then, as a practical 
spiritual fact, as it was understood in the Apostolic 
church, is an attainment in the civilization and re- 
finement of humanity, yet future to this world. 

2. Our future is in the Second Coming of Christ, 
also a past fact, and the sequence of the death and 
resurrection of Christ. When Christ arose from the 
dead, it was the signal of his election to the Sove- 
reignty of the world. From that time, all power in 
heaven and earth was given to him. His Second 
Coming was, so to speak, hisinauguration, and the 
time of the formation of his cabinet, and the begin- 
ning of the executive career of the new administra- 
tion. 

8. Our future is in the heavenly state of the 
Primitive church, assumed by them at the Second 
Coming, and thence continued onward for ever.— 
That church is also a Community, composed of bona 
fide men and women, redeemed from among men by 
the blood of Christ, possessing bodies like unto 
Christ’s glorious body, occupying mansions and 
thrones, judging and ruling the nations, and now 
embodying that divine love and unity, a foretaste 
of which was experienced on the day of Pentecost. 

Ilence we say that true inspiration in these days 
is antiquarian rather than prophetic. The propen- 
sity to ramble away into the future, such as the 
Millerites, Gates, Weld, and others have had, isa 
sure mark of the false prophet. The Spirit that led 
the prophets of old to prophesy of future events: 
would necessarily, at this period, lead men into the 
work of correctly interpreting those same events, 
and for the simple reason, that those prophecies 
were fulfilled in the Second Coming of Christ, an 
event nearly two thousand years in the past. 

Christ himself settled this question of the limita- 
tion of prophecies in saying, ‘The law and the pro- 
phets were until John; since then the kingdom of 
heaven is preached.’ As though he had said, ‘ The 
law and the prophets, that is, the dispensations of 
fore-telling and fore-shadowing, have accomplished 
their appointed work and passed away.’ John came 
as the fore-runner of Christ, saying, ‘The kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand.’ This language had never 
before been used. John could say, in looking at 
Christ, ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” Prophecies were now 
fulfilled, and promises of redemption redeemed. 

We affirm therefore, that all prophesying since 
that time has been wholly unauthorized by heaven, 
and the authority of modern prophets, if they have 
had any beyond their own imaginations, has come 
from the opposite souree. 

It is not difficult, however, to trace this propensity 
—-this lust of gazing into the future, all the way 
back to the time of the Second Coming. The anti- 
christs, who had made their appearance when John 
wrote his epistle, were there, like so many disap- 
pointed and defeated politicians, todo what they 
could in abusing, belying, and misrepresenting the 
new adininistration coming into power at the advent 
of Christ. These anti-christs, be it remembered, 
were nominally in the church. They had hardened 
their hearts against the truth. They knew that the 
door of heaven was shut against themselves by their 
own iniquity. And being thus shut out of the new 
kingdom, chagrined and confounded, they would, of 
course, be the last men on earth to acknowledge that 
Christ came as he promised, as it would have been 
a confession of their own overthrow and folly. So, 
in order to conceal their mortification, they wilfully 
denied that Christ had come, which sufficiently ac- 
counts for the impenetrable darkness that so soon 
settled down upon the world in the centuries subse- 
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quent to the first, producing truly enough the ‘ dark | 
ages,’ which, as regards spiritual light, have not | 
yet wholly passed away. 

We find in Zechariah, the last book Sut one in the 
Old Testament, a passage which seems to coincide 
perfectly with the views we have presented, showing 
also that the Old Testament itself had limited the 
prophetic period to the time antecedent to the Com- 


ing of Christ : 

‘* In that day there shall be a fountain opened to 
the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, for sin and for uncleanness. And it shall 
come to pass in that day, saith the Lord of hosts, 
that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the 
land, and they shall no more be remembered; and 
also I will cause the prophets and the unclean spirit 
to pass out of the land. And it shall come to pass, 
that when any shall yet prophesy, then his father 
and his mother that begat him shall say unto him, 
Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the 
name ofthe Lord. And bis father and his mother 
that begat him shall thrust him through when he 
prophesieth. And it shall come to pass in that day 
that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his 
vision, when he hath prophesied; neither shall they 
wear a rough garment to deceive. But he shall say 
I am no prophet, Iam a husbandman.” Zech. 12: 1-5. 

The utter confusion and judgment, described in 
the foregoing, that came upon the false prophets, 
undoubtedly transpired about the time of the Second 
Coming of Christ. In the 24th chapter of Matthew, 
Christ said, in referring to the signs that would 
precede his Coming, that ‘false Christs and false 
prophets should arise and show great signs and won- 
ders; insomuch that if it were possible they should 
deceive the very elect.’ When we take into consid- 
eration the fact that the Second Coming was the 
judgment to many of the generation contemporary 
with the Apostolic church, and of all the previous 
dead; that it was a time of the resurrection of 
many of the damned, when hell, as it were, vomited 
forth its lava of lies, we must cease to wonder at 
the difficulty of finding light and truth respecting 
the history of the times subsequent to that fearful 
and awful period to the wicked. 

To find our way back to the Cross of Christ-—the 
resurrection—-the Second Coming, and the heavenly 
state of the Primitive Chureh, will indeed require 
heaven-born heroism and inspiration—and the en- 
during faith and patience of true historians, of whom 
some one has said, that they are prophets turned 
backwards to interpret past events. Looking to God 
for this faith and heroism, we shall steadily go for- 
ward in our work of opening up the high way of 
holiness to the heavenly world. @. Cc. 


Dialogue about the Second Coming. 

O.—What do your folks harp so much about 
the Second Coming for? Supposing it to be 
true that Christ came the second time 1800 
years ago, yet as a matter of interest to the 
readers of The Circular, it seems to me about 
the driest subject that ever was broached. I 
have never been able to get much interested 
in it. 

L.—I will answer your question by asking 
another. From the New Testament record of 
the transactions of the Primitive church, we 
see that ‘ Jesus and the resurrection’ was their 
constant theme ; and it is said that ‘with great 
power gave the apostles witness of the resurrec- 
tion of the Lord.” (Acts 4:34.) Can you 
tell me why the apostles and saints of the primi- 
tive church continually harped on the resurrec- 
tion of Christ ? _ 

O.—Well, in their case it is plain that 
Christ’s resurrection was the back-bone of their 
faith. Their hopes of salvation were based on 
this fact. ‘If Christ be not risen,’ said the 
apostle, ‘ then is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain.’ It is clear that the procla- 
mation and propagation of the gospel depended 
on the resurrection of Christ as its basis of sue- 
cess. 

L.—Y ou have quoted from the very chapter 
to which I intended to call your attention ; and 
so far, have well answered my question. But 
now notice the context of the verse you have 
just cited, and you will see still more clearly 
the reasons for the great enthusiasm of the 
Primitive church in preaching ‘ the resurrec- 
tion.’ Let me extend your quotation a few 
verses, and emphasize for you the portions that 
strike me most forcibly. ‘ Yea,” continues 
the apostle, ‘‘ and we are found false witnesses 
of God, because we have testified of God that 
he raised up Christ ; whom he raised not up, 
of so be that the dead risenot. Lor if the dead 
rise not, then is not Christ raised : and if Christ 
be not raised, your faith is vain ; ye are yet in 
Then they also which are fallen 
If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 


your sins. 
asleep in Christ are perished. 








most\miserable. But now is Christ risen from 


the dead, and become the first-{ruits of them 
that slept.”? (1 Cor. 15: 15—20.) You have 
said truly of the Primitive church, that the 
resurrection of Christ was the basis of their 
hopes of salvation. But mark these two spe- 
cific items that are brought to light in the re. 
mainder of the context that I have quoted— 
1, we have it defined distinetly what that sal. 
vation was for which believers were looking ; 
and 2, the process by which it was attained ;— 
in other words, saivation from pearu was the 
end of their hopes, and salvation from sin the 
means of that end—and both accomplished by 
the mysterious working and application to them. 
selves of the resurrection of Christ. It appears 
by the first part of the chapter we are consid- 
ering, that some, while they admitted the res- 
urrection of Christ, yet denied the resurrection 
of the dead; and Paul takes this occasion to 
connect the two things together—the one as 
Not 
only was their faith vain, and they were yet in 
their sins, if Christ had not risen, but they also 
which had fallen asleep in Christ had perished, 


the necessary complement of the other. 


And you will notice that the apostle’s argument 
He 
was not laboring to prove the resurrection of 
Christ, (for that was admitted on all hands,) 
bnt inversely—‘ <f there be no resurrection of 
the dead, then is Christ not risen.’ ‘If the dead 
rise not, then is not Christ raised ; . 


for the resnrrection was an inverted one. 


. and ye 
are yet in your sins,’ &e. (See vers. 13—17.) 
It is clear, then, that in Paul’s mind, the See- 
ond Coming of Christ, by which living believers 
were to be changed into his image, and the 
dead raised, was the natural and inevitable re- 
sult of the continued working in the church of 
the same resurrection-leaven that raised Christ 
from the dead: and to deny this doctrine, was 
to charge him with perjury and deny the whole 
gospel he was sent to preach.—With such a 
glorious hope as this before himself and the 
church, how significant by contrast appears his 
expression—‘ If in this life only we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable? 
And in view of their faith in a living Christ, 
how significant his exultant exclamation in the 
same discourse—‘ O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory ?? Do you not 
see in all this some additional reasons for the 
fervent enthusiasm of the Primitive church, 
and their continual harping about ‘ Jesus and 
the resurrection’? 

O.—I confess that Ido. Your opening up 
of the subject in this way seems to present it in 
a different light from what I have been accus- 
tomed to look at it. It certainly increases my 
sympathy for the faith of that church, and stirs 
up in me an involuntary interest in studying 
their history anew. But while it looks every 
way reasonable that their hopes should be so ani- 
mated by the near approach of Christ’s advent, 
I do not see so distinctly the bearing of that 
fact on your position, 1800 years after its oc- 
currence. Why should the proclamation of 
Christ’s Second Coming still be the burden of 
your testimony, as it was with good reason 
that of the Primitive church ? 

L.—I am glad you have propounded again 
your first question. Our discussion has gone 
just far enough to help you to appreciate my 
answer. You will see from the last clause of 
the quotation we have been examining, that 
Christ by his resurrection, ‘ became the first- 
fruits of them that slept ;? that is to say, his 
resurrection was the seed of the resurrection 
that took place at his Coming. And as Paul 
recognized this seed-fact as the basis of the 
resurrection anticipated by the Primitive 
church, so we, 1800 years after, behold im 
their resurrection, the earnest of the glory that 
is to be revealed in us when this church of the 
first-born from the dead, the New Jerusalem, 
shall descend from God out of heaven, and its 
glory fill the carth.* It is plain that Paul’s 
argument connecting the resurrection of Christ 
with the resurrection at the Second Coming, 





* That the final resurrection stands thus related 
to the resurrection of the Primitive church, may be 
seen by consulting in the Greek the 23d and 24th 
verses of the chapter under discussion :—‘‘ Christ 
the first-fruits ; afterward, they that are Christ’s 
at his Coming; after that, the end,” &c. 
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with a little may be extended 
to the present time. Thus we may buldly 
say—‘ If the Second Coming did not take 


variation 


place as promised—if the Primitive church is 
not risen with Christ, then is cur faith vain— 





and the faith of the whole Christian world is 


yain : we are yet in our sins, without hope wt 


a resurrection, and of all men most miserable 
—miserable dupes, and doubly dupes, of Christ 
and his apostles.” 

But we know that Christ and his first-born 
church are risen, and glorified in the heavens, 
and ready to descend and cover the earth with | 
the promised glory of the latter-day. We re- 
alize their omnipotent faith and their ‘hope that 
maketh not ashamed,’ in ourhearts. We have 
been begotten again unto a living hope, by the 
knowledge of their resurrection from the dead. 
And how ean we, any more than they, cease 
to proclaim the glorious discovery that saves us 
from sry, and assures us that pear shall once 
more be ‘swallowed up in victory’? I tell you, 
the same living hope that animated them, is 





ours, by sympathy, and infusion from the 
heavens ; and were we to hold our peace, the 
very stones would ery for rending the dark 
canopy of unbelief that for eighteen centuries 
has obscured from the world’s vision, the great 
truth about the Second Coming. ‘ Justice 
must be done if the heavens fall :’? and we are 
confident the heavens will fall, when justice is 
done to the words of Christ and the Primitive 
church. Until this is accomplished, and room 
is thus made for the truth with its consequen- 
ces, on this subject, to sweep the world, our 
watchword henceforth must be—‘ Jesus ano 
THE Srconp Comrna.’ L. 





Talk about the Press. 
Oneida, March, 1853. 

The Association here, as your readers doubt- 
less know through our Annual Reports, con- 
siders itself pledged and devoted to the free 
utterance of the word of God through the pub- 
lie press. The publishing interest, rather than 
farming or manufacturing, or any such local, 
material business, is their main interest. And 
now that the question of self-support is fairly 
worked out and behind our backs, we are turn- 
ing with renewed zeal to the original purpose 
and function of the organization—the support 
and advancement of a free gospel press; be- 
lieving that God kas chosen this agency to 
bring his kingdom into the world. 

In our meeting last evening, the discussion 
turned upon this subject, and the following 
considerations were presented, showing the 
importance of the press as an engine of the 
truth, and the evident purpose of God to take 
possession of it. 

1. God in his great work will make use of 
the most mighty weapons; and it is daily be- 
coming more evident that the press is the great- 
est power in the world, and that printing is 
gradually superseding preaching. 

2. Printing is an art that is constantly im- 
proving—gaining new facilities. | Every year 
witnesses new triumphs in the business of 
printing. And now there are presses which are 
able to print 20,000 copies an hour. 

3. It is ‘up to the times.’ It keeps pace 
with all the improvements of the age. All the 
improvemen}s which have been made in the 
way of facilitating rapid communication, as in 
the steam-engine, magnetic telegraph, &e. &c., 
tell direstly and immediately in favor of the 
press. 

4, Perhaps the greatest evidence indicating 
the press as God’s favorite, is, that we can see 
that he has always blessed its progress. Print- 
ing, after all, has been the greatest means 
through which he has operated upon the world. 
Though in early times he spake much by the 
mouth of his servants the prophets, yet he was 
careful to have his words preserved in a book. 
Ile was the first book-maker; and the truth 
contained in his book, which would have been 
unavailable had it not been thus preserved, has 
been the foundation of all reform and progress. 
It may be said of Christ, of Paul, and of many 


ably more by their printed words, than by {sources to its mouth, has just returned to| believe that God is dealing in the same way 


direct verbal communications. 

5. By printing, the trath is put into perma- 
nent form. This gives it many advantages.— 
First, it is a great aid to careful examination 
and study. Though a preacher may utter 
much truth, but few are able to retain it in 


their minds, and thus realize its full benefit.—- | 


But with the truth in a permanent form befere 
us, we are at liberty to read and re-read it, and 
give any amount of attention to it. 
those who are not able to attend church, or to 
hear and understand a sermon, may still read 
and receive the truth, when presented to them 
in a paper ‘ without money and without price.’ 


In this way the poor, and sick, and deaf have | 


Thirdly, the 


truth when preached can be heard by but eom- 


the gospel preached to them. 


paratively few; but by means of the press 
millions may partake of the same truth almost 
at the same time: and future generations will 
be made partakers of what we now receive. 

6. Finally, it is evident from any point of 
observation, that the pulpit must decrease as 
the press increases. So long as the majority 
of mankind were ignorant and unable to think 
for themselves, it was well enough to have a 
But the 
The times have changed, and 


certain class do this work for them. 
world moves ! 
are changing rapidly. Intelligence is now al- 
most universal: every man considers it his 
highest duty to think for himself; and the idea 
is scorned of receiving as truth, whatever a 
ministerial oracle may choose to say. In these 
democratic times, nearly every one is free to 
say to would-be oracles, * Put what you have 
to say into a permanent and intelligible form ; 
and then I will obey the apostle, and prove it: 
but I cannot accept of it as truth without being 
More- 


over, all men now-a-days not only claim the 


convinced by a careful examination.’ 


privilege of holding individual opinions ; but 
also the right to promulgate them. The press 
is the pulpit of the people—open to the old and 
young, rich and poor; the courageous and 
timid, of both sexes. 

Now the grand question is, shall Curis 
have a chance to utter his glorious truths to 
the world through a paper that shall compete 
in interest and power with the ten thousand 
papers that are constantly speaking to the world 
the words of mammon? Shall the facts of 
salvation and faith be kept continuously before 
the public mind, commanding attention? or 
must the devil be the only interested party in 
this means of communication, that is throwing 
all other methods into the shade ; and religion 
be only weakly attended to on Sunday? We 
see plainly that the only way the Kingdom of 
Heaven can come into the world, is by that 
government having here its own organs, 
sounding forth its claims in a spirit that will 
attract all hearts to the truth. It must havea 
daily paper free to all, and glowing with the 
lif, and love, and power, that God can fur- 
nish to those who truly give themselves to this 


purpose. Whois ready ? w. 





The News. 

...-Belzur, the President of the South A- 
merican Republic, Bolivia, has by a recent 
deeree thrown open all the Bolivian tributaries 
of the Amazon and La Plata that are naviga- 
ble, to the commerce of the world; and has 
offered a reward of $10,000, to the master of 
the first steamer that shall reach that Republic 
by either the Amazon or La Plata. Bolivia 
claims the right of the free navigation of these 
rivers to the ocean, and it is in view of this 
asserted right that she has invited the commerce 
of the world; but whether Brazil and the 
Beunos Ayrean Republics, through whose ter- 
ritories these rivers run, will concede this right, 
or whether Bolivia is prepared to enforce it, 
in case they do not admit its validity, is uncer- 
The opening of these rivers to com- 
merece, would unquestionably be an important 
epoch in South American affairs. Lieut. Gib- 
bon, who, with Lieut. Herndon, was sent out 
by the United States government some two 


tain. 





others, that they have accomplished incompar- 


years since, to explore the Amazon from its 


Secondly, 


| Washington. He passed through the Bolivian 


|provinees, which are thus thrown open to the| 
commerce of all nations, and describes the | 
‘whole region as ‘one of the most beautiful, | 
productive, and finest countries on the face of | 
the earth.’ 

.-++Mazzini has escaped from Italy on board 


an English Steamer at Genoa, bound for Malta. | 


Tere seems to be a misunderstanding between | 
him and Kossuth, in regard to the proclamation | 
issued by the Italian revolutionary Committee 
in the name of Kossuth, at the late outbreak 
‘in Milan. 


each of them, explaining the matter. 





The London papers have lettersfrom 


From! 





these letters we gather that Kossuth wrote the 
proclamation in the spring of 1851, while me 
fined at Kutahia, Turkey; but when it was| 
published, several paragraphs were suppressed 
and others altered, so that it was a very differ-| 


‘ent thing from the original. Tt was also issued 


| against his wishes. Kossuth thinks this misun- 
| derstanding will not occasion any ill-will be- 
tween him and Mazzini. 

«eee The Collins Steamer Atlantie, which 
|arrived last evening, brings intelligence that the 
difficulties between Austria and Turkey, have 
been settled, temporarily at least, by the par- 
tial concession on the part of Turkey, of the 


demands of Austria. Turkey retains the ports 





of Kleck and Sutorina; but relinquishes the 


| right to fortify them, and to approach them by 
: 
sea. 


She also engages that the Hungarian re- 





| fugees serving in her army, shall be transferred 
to Syria. This arrangement gives great dis- 
satisfaction to the ultra Turkish party, and it is 
very likely to be disregarded by cither nation 
on the slightest pretext. Turkey has now to 
appease the demands of’ Russia. 

«++. The Austrian Government has confis- 
cated the property of the exiles and political 
The execution of 
This 


measure excites great indignation among the 


refugees from Lombardy. 
the decree has already commenced. 


Italian people against the Austrian Govern- 
ment. 


Parental Care. 

People who think the world is left entirely 
‘to natural laws, and that God does not inter- 
|fere with its affairs at all, if they pretend to 
any consistency, will treat their own family 
in the same way, and leave their children to 
grow up as they may without much parental 
interference. But if they think it becomes 
a father to interfere and give his children 
the benefit of his own personal experience 
and influence, they ought to suppose, as a 
imatter of course, that God, if he is as good 
as they are, would give his creation the ben- 
efit of his own personal care and advice. 
The old doctrine of Revealed Religion, the 
personal interference of God, as in the way 
of inspiration and miracles, special providen- 
ces, the training of the Jews, and sending 
of Christ into the world—all that constitutes 
religious doctrine in distinction from natural 
philosophy, is simply the care of God over his 
family—his proper personal attention to it. 

According to the original theory that peo- 
ple have about God will be their disposition 
toward faith. If they believe that God 
cares nothing about his family, and that the 
doctrine of letting children grow up as they 
can, without any direct interference, is the 
true doctrine: then they will despise the 
idea of inspiration, miracles, special provi- 
dences, God’s particular attention to par- 
ticular cases, and the whole doctrine of the 
incarnation and atonement. On the con- 
trary, if they believe it is the duty of pa- 
rents to look after their children, and try 
to counteract the effects of unfavorable cir- 
cumstances, keep them within doors separate 
from street influences, chastise them, and 
labor with them to improve their character— 
if they believe this is the true way to deal 








with children, they will be predisposed to 


with the human race. 

It is a glorious feature of God’s character 
that he is faithful in giving personal attention 
to his family ; he is a good father, and has 
not left mankind to grow up wild. He has 
pursued a steady course from the begining 
of parental care and discipline: following it 
up with miracles, prophets, and personal 
training of individuals and nations: and 
though mankind are wayward he will suc- 
ceed at last in gaining an effectual influence 
over them, aud making a good wholesome 
family to reward his pains. God has set us 
a good examyle in respect to family govern- 
When he commends Abraham as & 
man who will command his children after 
him, and curses Eli, because he failed of 
doing this, these are only expressions of his 
Paul says, ‘ Be 


ment. 


own practical principles. 
ye followers of God.’ 
Did Paul Die? 

Hlis doctrine plainly is, that believers are 
savel from death and introduced to the res- 
urrection, hy appropriating to themselves the 
death of Christ, and the power of his resur- 
rection, through faith. Unbelievers in this 
gospel frequently ask, * Did not Paul die? 
Dd Paul, who you say preached such a doc- 
trine, escape death ?” 

We answer, he certainly did not die in 
the ordinary way, as a helpless victim and 
captive of the tyrant: and the balance of 
evidence goes to show that he did not ex- 
pect to die, and did not die, in any form. 
He always reckoned himself superior to the 
so-called ‘ natural laws of death’—assuming 
to have been baptized into the death and 
resurrection of Christ, and to be waiting on- 
ly for the consummation of the experience 
which had begun, to emerge into the full 
victory of immortality. For evidence to 
support our position, we appeal unto the 
‘law and the testimony.’ 

He says, (Rom. 8; 18-23,) “I reckon 
that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed inus. For the 
earnest expectation of the creature waiteth 
for the manifestation of the sons of God.— 
For the creature was made subject to vani- 
ty, not willingly, but by reason of him who 
hath subjected the same in hope; because 
the creature itself also shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glo- 
rious liberty of ‘the children of God. For 
we know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now. 
And not only they, but ourselves also, which 
have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit the redemption of 
our bodies.’ We here represents himself 
as waiting, not for the death, but for the re- 
demption of his body, and earnestly expect- 
ing it. The redemption of his body was to 
be its resurrection—the ransoming of it from 
the power of the grave—from the dominion 
of sin and death—the putting off of corrup- 
tion, and the putting on of incorruption. It 
was to be such a knowledge of Christ, and 
the power of his resurrection, and the fel- 
lowship of his sufferings, being made con- 
formable unto his death,—as would result 
in attaining the resurrection from the dead— 
the swallowing up of death in victory. 

Again he says, (Phil. 1: 19,) “ I know 
that this shall turn to my salvation through 
your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ, according to mine earnest ex- 
pectation and my hope, that in nothing shall 
I be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as 
always, so now also, Christ sha!l be magni- 
fied in my body, whether it be by life or by 
death. For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain. [Or, asthe marginal translation 
reads,— For Christ is my gain, in life and 
death.’] But if I live in the flesh, this is 
the fruit of my labor; yet what I shall 
choose, I wot not. For I am in a strait be- 
twixt two, having a desire to depart and be 
with Christ, which is far better; neverthe- 
less to abide in the flesh is more needful for 
you. And having this confidence, 1 know 
that I shall abide and continue with you all, 
for your furtherance and joy of faith; that 





eee’ 
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your rejoicing may be more abundant 
in Jesus Christ for us, by my coming to 

ou azain.’ Here he expressly says that 
Gane the confilence that it was more need- 
ful for him to remain in the flesh, he knew 
that he should not die, but should remain 
for the benefit of the suints. 

He als» exhorts them i1 the same epistle, 
(chapt. 3: 17, 20, 21,) “ Brethren, be ye 
followers tozether of me, and mark them 
which walk s9, as ye have us for an example. 
For our conversation [cidzenship ] is in heavy. 
en; from wheuce also we look for the Savior, 
th: Lord Jes is Christ: who shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
his glorious bods, according to the workinz 
whereby he is able even t> subdue all th'ngs 
unto himself.” = Agaia he says, (1 Thess. 4: 
16, 17,) “The Lord himself s'all descend 
from heaven wit a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the truinp of 
God; and the dead in Ch-ist shall rise first. 
Then we which are alive and remain, shall 
be cauzht up together with them in the 
clond:, to meet the Lord in the air; and so 
shali we ever be with the Lord.” Paul ev- 
idently expected to live and remain on the 
ewwth, until the coming of Christ; else, why 
did he use the persontl pronoun ewe in the 
above passages, and also in 1 Cor, 15: 51, 
52,—thus classing himself with those who 
wou'd be alive at that time ? 

H>re the objsctor may point us to the 
passage in 2 ‘Tim. 4: 6, where .ihe apostle 
says, ‘{ am now ready to be ofered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand.’ ‘The 
terms of this deeliraiion are so far ambizn- 
ous, that it is by no means certain that he 
referred tw death. Whatever may be his 
meaning, we fiul him, in the two verses im- 
mliately following, looking and preparing, 
not for death, but tor the reward thit was 
near, before him at the appeariug of Christ. 
The following is his expression: ‘I have 
fought a good fight, [ have fisished my 
course, T have kept the faith: henceyorth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righ:eous 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous jul se. 
shall give me at that fay? and not to me 
only, but unto all them also that love his ap- 
pearin z.’ 

Ia ofset to that which is doubtful in the 
expression, ‘I am now realy to be ofered,’ 
&:., we have the following very decis.ve de- 
claration, in te course of the sane chapter 
where that oceuss: * At wy first answer no 
man stood with me, buc all men forsook me: 
I pray God that it may not be laid to their 
chirge. Notvithstinlin:, the Lord stood 
with me, and streagthened m2; that by me 
the preaciing misht be fully kaown, and 
thit all the Geatiles might hear: aud [ was 
delivered ont of the invath of the tion.— 
Aiud the Lord shall deliver me from every 
evil work, and will preserve me unto his 
hewenly kingdom: to whom be glory forev- 
er and ever.” 

We th’nk thit the above scripture e“i-len- 
ces are sifficient t» sutisty the candid inqv- 
rov, that Paal did not die, but that he tri- 
um hed over death, and o'tained the res- 
urrection which he was waiting for, without 
havin fist to pass ito Hales, and to bow 





to the arch usirper deat). T. L. P. 
Feltville. Feb. 20, 1853. 
POR THE CIKRUCU.AAR. 
The Spirit of the Age. 


The vear 1848 wa: remirkale for a wii- 
versil e fort on the part of muikind for the 
atitinment of liberty. ‘The spirit of the 
movement penetvated even into the family 
cir-le, and to an ex‘ent that seemed vo 
warrant the remark that it had become quite 
& mania. 

Lookin; at it in a true point of view, 
an! not willing to disclaim it altogether as a 
pmentity froin its ill-success, we se in it 
sonething that is impressively ominous of 
the fatare forimnes of the haman race. It 
poiats to a tim: when the oppressive rule 
of the powers of darkuess will have been 
put down. The svmptoins of those revolu- 
tionary davs may be regirdel as only the 
throes that precede the birth. Calamities 
as they were, yet they were good as in‘li- 
cations of a desire for progress, without 
which improvement is of course impractica- 
ble. R. 3. D. 

Drummondville, March, 1858. 


Miracres or Nature.—In considering vis- 
ion as achieved by the means of an image formed 
lat the bottom of the eye, we can never reflect 
without wonder up m the smal!ness yet correct- 
ness of the picture, the subtilty of the touch, 
the fineness of the lines. A landscape of five 
or six square leagues is brought into a space of 
half an inch diameter, yet the multitude of ob 

. . . . mt ~ ee 

j ets which it ¢ tains are all preserved. are all 
diseriminated in their magnitudes. positions, 
figures, colors. The prospect from HH unpstead- 
hill is compressed into the compass ofa sixpence, 
yet civcumstantially represented. A_ stage- 
ench, travelling at an ordinary speed for half 
an hour, passes in the eye o ly over one-twelith 
of anineh, yet is this chang: of place in the 
image distinctly perceived througtout its whole 
p Ozress 5 for it is only by means of that per 

ception that the motion of the coach itself is 
made sensible to the eye. If any thing ean 
abate our admiration of the smallness of the 
visual tablet compared wi h the extent of vision, 
it is a refl-etion which the view of nature lead- 
us every hour to mike, namely, that ia the 
hands of the Creator, great aud little are 
nothing, —Paley. 

7 Chrisc siys, ‘ The king lom of heaven is with- 
in you.’ It is inconceivable to the natural senses ; 
but not more marvelous than scientific facts like 
that related above. 

gax- The women’s Petition, which was brief 
ly alluded to in The Circular a few No’s back 
is heing circulated in Massrelusetts asks that 
the Convention, which is to meet in May next 
to revise and reform the Constitution. shall re 
sort an amendment striking out the word Mate 
wherever it occurs in that instrument. Most 
i the members of that Convention have been 
chosen as Reformers by a coalition of partics 
Sat whether their action on this petition wil. 
be favorable, is not corttia. 

Skating in Qurb«c. 

A writer in the MV I’'/ustrated News, of March 
19th. spenk'ng of the difficulty there isin the way 
of skating in Canada, on account of the deep snows. 
Jogeribes the following novel expedient which the 
Quebeckers bave devised to obviate this difficulty 
He savs: 

« At Quebec it has long heen a desideratum to de- 
vise some means of being able to enjov the exercise 
of skating at all times dur'ne the winter. and in all 
anrts of wintry weather—-ond this the more nortien 
lorly, as saveril of the ladies here are fearless ond 
elegant skaters. or skatresses, if the ward pleases 
them hetter Last winter, accordingly. aelnh was 
estoblished for the purpose License of oeenpation 
of the Queen's Wharf. for the winter months, was 
ohtainel; anl upon it was erected a large wooden 
bu'liing, roughlv, but substantially pnt ogether 
in lontth abont one hun !red and fifty feet. by half 
thatin breadth. The floor of this bu’)line is inun 
Jatel early in the sexson, to the depth of ahout « 
font, an) the rest of the nroeess is loft entirely to ola 
M'ster Frost, who generally completes it in one night 
—rivetting down his floor with invis'ble nails, after 
9 fashion unattainable by human enarpenter Onthe 
rroa thus obtaine lL. there is plenty of roam fer mony 
skaters tolisnluy the'rsk'll together = The fairska 
tresses come to the postin a sert of Bloomer costume 
—wiich, to whatever ohjections it mav be linble as 
an every day apparel. is both fit and hecom'ne when 
worn by them: and, although this is but the second 
svison of the glac‘arium, it is wonlerfol with what 
procis’on some of them execute difficult enrves, whilst 
every one who is fortunate enowsh to ba a spectator 
must secknowle lee thot the fizures thev cut are ex- 
ces Tnealy beautiful. The gliders upon the Serpen- 
“neon! the north-country Ivkes, had better look to 
their linr-ls This ¢/aciurinm, too, possesses the 
vivancag: of enabling its frequenters te dispense 
with the polite and woll-meant, but irksome, atten 
tions of the * Humane Society.’” 

De: Seovrr, of Newrrk, delivered a lecture on 
the Enelish language. of the Reformed Dutch Churel: 
in Ninth street. near Broadway. onthe 21 inst — 
Prom the geographical position of those countries in 
which the English longnage is spoken, Dr Scott in- 
forre | that it is destined to become the leading Jan 

mage ofthe workl The ines] elements of the En- 
ris laneuage are the Anzlo Saxon, Celtic. Gothie 

Noman. ant Clissie, The Anglo Saxon is the bose of 
‘he longnsge, and cons'sted of but 1.000 or 1,500 
wor's: but it has absorbed the other elements until 
it is swelled into a lanzuage of 80 000 words. inclut- 
‘ng its scientific terms. The Anglo Saxon voeabu- 
lary was limited but valuable. It comprised simple 
expressive worls—for instance, these relating to 
home, those defining the parts of man, or those ex- 
pressing the passions The Anglo-Saxon is by far 
the most economical and vigorous element of the lan- 
John Banyan dealt mostly in itin writing 
P:lgrim’s Progress. Daniel Webster appeared to 
un lorstand se useof this element : and the speeches 
of Thoms & snton give the same indieation. After 
a clear onl c:reful explanation of the introduction of 
the classe element into the Eaglish tongue, he re- 
marked tie Anglo-Saxon element is productive of 
economy of thought. The speaker svid he: could lis- 
ten an hour to a discourse in which the Anglo-Saxon 
element was most used, and feel refreshed at its 
close: whereas, Esteniug for hulf that time to a 
specch !n which this element is used in slight propor- 
tion wonld excessively weary the hearer. Tie En- 
lish language should be studied by its lineal ele- 
ments.—.V. Y. Ihustrated News. 


— 
Rev 
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Bay The devil is a Ainderer—the god of par- 
‘itious on} obstructions. This element of ob- 
truction 1. ike heat. Heat produces the same 
ef-ct on «ll substances, tending to separate and 
expind the particles. It is a centrifugal foree. 





Sv Satan’s spirit is an element that separates ; 





it produces a centrifugal, disintegrating effect 
wherever it woiks Christ's prayer is that‘ we 
all may be one ;’ and the influence of his Spirit 
is the opposite of this centrifugal force.— 


Christ’s power operat:s as universally as the | 


devil’s, and is the strongest; and wherever 


‘I there is division Christ can make reconciliation 


and unity. 


SOKRESPON DENCE 
4 | 
COKRESPON DENCE. 

(Our friends, at the different Associations are ac- 
customed to correspond freely, and report progress 
to each other. Among the rest we have a weekly 
report from the Newark family, which as our read- 
ers know, is mainly engaged in the business of a 
Machine-shop, that t.ey have established there. 
In his last. Me. Smite gives an inside view of their 
affairs in a simple and edifying way, as follows :] 

Newark, March 19, 1853. 

—Our last Report notified you of a con- 

flict with disease, and of the favora!Je result. 
We are thankiul that we can report this 
week au improvement on the last, inasmuch 





— 


| 


dreaming; and add to the above named ex. 
ercises, faith, which makes them pleasing 
_to Christ, and profitable and pleasant to. us, 
| In the matter of love and social progress, 
we are led to patronize the Platonic view, up 
to the present time ; and we are contented 
‘to do so until we can do better. But we 
do not believe this is going to monopolize 
ithe matter forever. No, the truth will 
|make us free indeed at some time, and we 
| ean well afford to wait until we can attain 
unto it. We think a good deal about this 
inatter, but somehow lack tie freedom to say 
‘much. Ever yours, A. C. Situ. 


Newark, March 22, 1853. 
—There is true reality and effect im the 
confession of Christ. ‘Io confess him in the 
| heart, is thought by many to be sufficient, 


| 


| but it is evident that such confessions if sin- 


cere, must vrow into outward ex) ression ; ‘for 


as every wan has been at his post, and none | out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 


have said, I am sick. But the devil is not 
dead, neither has he beenas'eep. We have 
had a bate to fight at another point, and 
have been equally successful. Criticism has 
been very free and searching. I have been 
in this a large partici; ant, for which I am 
thankful. We are crowded up to sincerity 
hy the S) irit of trath to manifest our love 
one for auother by deeds of heaven’s own in- 
sviring. Oar inprovement is thus secured. 
[t has becoine quite eisy for us to criticise, 
and we find that we can endure it, though it 
logs pierce us through and through like a 
sarp two-edzed sword ; it only crucifies the 
old life that yet remains, which must die, and 
he damned ; aud the sooner we are delivered 
‘rom it the better. We unite in confessing 
Christ in us a perfect Savier. His death 
and resurrection are ours. H:s blood clean- 
seth us from all sin; and his love is in us in- 
sniring as to obedience and true happiness. 
We love the Prinitive church, and confess 
that we belong to them ; and that Paul’s gos- 
pel of the cross of Christ, and of the resur- 
rection, is our study. It is becoming more 
aud more attractive to us as we are enabled 
to understand it by the teaching of trath. 

The s,iritual atmos»here has been this 
week rather squally. You are aware that 
in the natural world this is the time of the 
san’s eressing the equator, when the sailor 
says, look out for storms, gales and torna- 
dos. We have expe.ienc-d considerable 
rough wea. her this week in the latitude where 
we are sailiny ; but thank God our bark 
proves sea-werth:—thoucgh we have Leen 
oblized at times to scud under bare poles. 
But now we have a’l sail spread again and 
ure }ursniig ovr course with a favorable 
wind. Christ is in us, and the happiness of 
the redeemed chaich is our ha; piness. We 
are one with them by the taich of Christ. 
which causes thank: ulness to flow out of our 
hearts te God. 

The sick spirit having left us for want of 
sympat oy, we hive done mich better in phy- 
sical productiveness. Every usin has sig- 
uified iis purpose hy living deeds, of giving 
his whole being to Ged, in developing the 
irinciples of free labor under the sover- 
eiguty of J sus Christ. ‘ihe result of our 
i hysical labor this week is &73.43. Our 
“x, enses have been $35.00, which leaves a 
halanee to our credit of $58.43. We ap- 
propriated of lat week’s resul:s, $20, to 
tre Circular, This we reckon as a small 
love-tonen,. 

We have due us for work dove $475.56, 
ant we owe to differeut men, 284,41, vhich 
leaves a balance in vur favor, as a testimo- 
ny from God of his ;leasure, hy way of en- 
coure_ing us vo faithtulness, $77,15. Now 
we do offer public thanks to God eur savior 
for this tokea which is small compared with 
the many aud great blessinzs, which we 
have not time nur room to enumerate just 
uow: but we have hearts which are filled 
with thankfulness to him, and we believe it 
is aud ever will be, like a well of water in 
us s) ringing up into everlasting life. 

We fiuished one lathe this week accord- 
ing to promise, worth $60, and have orders 
now on hand to the amount of $240, which 
we have a reasonable time to finish in; and 
the work is such as pleas>s us. 

We now devote niue hours to business, 
commencing at 7 A. M., and closing at 5 
P.M. ‘The balance of the twenty four 
hours to eating, study, criticism, sleeping, 


speaketh.’ ‘ With the heart, man believeth 
/unto righteousness ; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.” * By 
thy words shalt thou be justified, aud by thy 
words shalt thou be condemned.’ 

I esteem it a privilege to con’ess Christ 
in me a Savior from all sin, and I have 
abundant evidence in my exyerience that he 
confesses me before his Father and the holy 
angels. 

I also confess my faith in the Second C.m- 
ing of Christ, as presented in the ¢ ‘lalks on 
the Second Coming,’ in the Circular. ‘They 
have been a great help in esta’ ishing my 
mind on the subject. I believe he c: me 
the Second time because he said he would, 
according to his own words. ¢ Verily I say 
unto you there he scme standing here which 
shall not taste of death, till they see the Sin 
of man coming in his kingdom.’ Paul says 
to the Thessaloniaus, *I pray Ged your 
whole spirit aud soul and body, be } reserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lore Jesus 
Christ.’ 

I believe that the Primitive church is a 
real living church, and is at work over aud 
around us. We should confess the truth if 
our feelings deny it. ‘Let Gud be true 
aud every man a liar.’ 

C. A. MacKner. 


FROM OREGON TERRITORY, 
Portland, Jan. 27, 1853. 
—I received the Circular sbeut two 
weeks since, and was very glad to hear that 
there were a few co; le who ‘contend tor the 
faith that was once delivered to the sxinis.’ 
Four years ago I left Hlinois ‘or Ore: en; 
and since I have been in this Territery, I 
have conversed with hut few that believe in 
che religion of Christ. There are }lenty 
that belong to the churches cf the day, but 
I think they deny the faith, and are really 
unbelievers. My prayer is, that seme cf 
the saints may be sent to the Pre'fic coast, 
opreach the truth as it isin Christ. En- 
closed I sead you 2. My love to the 
children of God. E. L. Quimpy. 





FROM VERMONT. 
Putney. March 18, 1858. 

— [have been in Putney, the old battle- 
field where so many fait’ -victories have been 
won, almost four months, though I hardly 
realize that it is that numer of weeks.— 
Not a day, and scarcely an heur, passes, but 
something reminds me of those that formerly 
lived here, aud quietly songht the way of 
trnth and life; and who were willing and 
rejoiced to he called ‘the enemies of right- 
eousness,’ for being faithfil to Christ and 
the truth. Since coming here, I have been 
more interested in this place than ever he- 
fore, and believe that God loves it, and 
would be glad to ponr oat his blessings 
here. I am sensible that there is an under- 
current of life at work in this region, that will 
yet honor the truth. 

I am more and more interested in the fact 
that the victories of Christ aud the Primi- 
tive Church are cur victories, and are avail- 
able tous; and I realize more than ever 
before, that ‘I live, yet not J, but Christ 
liveth in me.” The Home Talk published in 
the Circular, entitled, ‘Grace better than 
suffering,’ was very encouraging. 

Yours in the love of the truth, and the 
expectation of a resurrection-experience. 

L. A. T. 
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